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Wrens,  catbirds,  brown  thrashers  and  mock- 
ing birds  nest  in  the  trees  and  the  boxwood 
bushes  surrounding   Sweet  Briar  House. 


The  elm  trees  shading  the  quadrangle  formed 
by  the  main  group  of  buildings  are  favorite 
haunts  of  chipping  sparrows  and  robins. 


IN  1936  THE  Carry  Nature  Sanctuary  was  established  at 
Sweet  Briar,  a  gift  to  the  college  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Carry 
of  Chicago  in  memory  of  their  son,  Charles  William  Carry. 
Prior  to  that  time  Sweet  Briar  had  been  a  haven  for  wild  birds 
and  animals  because  for  years  the  college  has  been  a  State  Game 
Sanctuary,  where  they  have  been  unmolested  and  undisturbed 
by  hunters  and  trespassers.  One  hundred  and  forty-eight  species 
of  birds  have  been  identified  and  recorded  by  the  Biology  Depart- 
ment on  Sweet  Briar's  three  thousand  acre  campus.  Since  that 
time,  however,  much  active  work  has  been  done  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  bird  life.  Eighteen  feeding  stations  and  two  hundred 
nesting  boxes  have  been  built  and  placed  in  the  college  grounds, 
a  census  has  been  taken  of  birds  nesting  in  the  area  from  the 
Lake  to  the  field  at  the  base  of  Faculty  Row,  and  Sweet  Briar 
has  become  a  bird  banding  station  under  a  Federal  permit  and, 
since  August,  1937,  has  been  an  active  operator. 

Bird  banding  is  an  interesting  development  in  the  study  of 
bird  lore.  In  an  acticle  published  in  the  March  issue  of  the  Sweet 
Briar  Ahimnae  News,  Miss  Jeanette  Boone,  acting  superintendent 
of  the  Carry  Sanctuary,  says: 

"In  the  United  States  bird  banding  dates  back  to  Audubon, 
who  in  1803  used  silver  wire  to  mark  a  brood  of  Phoebes.  Several 
other  unrelated  efforts  were  made  at  marking  birds  from  Audu- 
bon's time  until  1909  when  the  American  Bird  Banding  Associa- 
tion was  founded.  But  the  greatest  advance  in  the  United  States 
has  come  since  1920,  when  the  Biological  Survey  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  took  over  the  work  of  the  American  Bird 
Banding  Association.  Bird  Banding  is  noM^  a  well  recognized  line 
of    research    and   is    quite    generally   practiced    not    only   in   this 


country,  but  in  England,  France,  Germany,  Hungary,  Russia, 
Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Switzerland,  Holland,  Belgium,  Bul- 
garia, India  and  Japan.  From  1920  through  193  8  in  the  United 
States  2,828,100  birds  have  been  banded  and  reported  to  the 
Biological  Survey  by  over  3,000  persons  who  are  hcensed  to  do 
this  work.  Professional  ornithologists  look  to  the  data  collected 
by  voluntary  banding  cooperators  to  furnish  information  to 
further  their  research  into  one  of  the  greatest  of  bird  mysteries — 
the  semi-annual  migration  of  many  of  our  species.  ' 

In  the  year  and  a  half  during  which  the  work  has  been  going 
on  at  Sweet  Briar,  461  birds  have  been  banded  of  26  species. 
These  have  yielded  143  5  "Repeats,"  that  is,  birds  caught  in  the 
traps  of  a  banding  station  repeatedly  day  after  day,  or  at  any 
interval  under  three  months.  The  record  of  the  tufted  titmouse 
in  returning  to  the  Sweet  Briar  traps  is  interesting.  One  of  these 
birds  has  been  caught  here  as  many  as  fifty  times,  and  twenty  of 
them  have  yielded  413  "repeats."  The  white-breasted  nuthatch 
also  seems  to  like  Sweet  Briar.  Twenty-one  of  these  birds  have 
"repeated"  291  times.  There  have  also  been  twenty-eight  "Re- 
turns" caught  at  Sweet  Briar,  that  is,  birds  which  already  bear 
the  band  of  some  other  operator  in  the  country,  or  birds  which 
return  to  the  station  of  original  capture  after  an  interval  of 
more  than  three  months. 

The  seventy-one  birds  shown  on  this  map  are  the  species 
whose  nests  have  been  located  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
college  buildings.  Each  species  has  been  given  a  number,  and 
the  numbers  within  the  small  circles  indicate  the  location  of  the 
nests  of  that  particular  species  or  places  in  which  they  have  been 
regularly  recorded. 
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